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The Raymond John Wean Foundation awards $300,000 to groups

Economic development, job training, neighborhood improvement, collaboration and education continue to be top priorities


Directors of The Raymond John Wean Foundation have awarded grants totaling about  $300,000 to nine area organizations committed to such causes as economic development, job training, neighborhood improvement, nonprofit agency collaboration and education.

The latest round of grants, approved by the Directors of The Raymond John Wean Foundation at a meeting Sept. 1, reflect the Foundation’s overall mission of improving the lives of residents of the Mahoning Valley by maximizing the capacity of individuals and organizations.

“The Raymond John Wean Foundation is honored to be able to help support the work of many Mahoning Valley groups who share our belief in the potential of the area and its people,” said Joel Ratner, President of the Foundation.

The Raymond John Wean Foundation is demonstrating its philosophy about the importance of collaboration by funding a $60,000 grant to the Burdman Group to help the organization provide services to other area nonprofit agencies.

The Burdman Group will use some funding from The Raymond John Wean Foundation to create a business division to provide grant writing, marketing and other services to non-profits who do not have the ability to accomplish those aspects of non-profit governances.

The Burdman Group offers behavioral health, employment and job retention and domestic violence help for people in the Mahoning Valley.

Ratner said: “This grant to the Burdman Group represents The Raymond John Wean Foundation’s desire to support well-managed social enterprise projects. 

“This innovative approach in social enterprise provides economies of scale and links them with weaker nonprofits in need of stronger financial and administrative services,” Ratner said. “Foundation funds in this new project will support collaboration by nonprofits within the Valley.”

The Raymond John Wean Foundation’s $20,000 grant to Lien Forward Ohio Community Foundation follows its history of supporting initiatives intended to rid the community of vacant and abandoned properties.

Lien Forward Ohio, which collaborates with other organizations supported by The Raymond John Wean Foundation, will use a majority of the Foundation’s grant to increase people’s awareness of what they can do about vacant properties in their community.

“The Raymond John Wean Foundation’s support of Lien Forward Ohio follows larger grants to the Mahoning Valley Organizing Collaborative and the Youngstown Neighborhood Development Corportation, groups that are working hard to improve life in neighborhoods in the Mahoning Valley,” Ratner said.

The Raymond John Wean Foundation is also recognizing the importance of the work being performed by the Tru-Mah-Col Association for the Education of Young Children with a $56,200 grant to help the largely volunteer group improve its offerings to early childhood educators.

Tru-Mah-Col AEYC, focuses on the educational needs of children from birth through the third gradeand will use its Foundation funding to hire a director to help build the organization and to provide training for educators.

Another group concerned about the educational and developmental needs of children, the Potential Development Program, will receive $65,000 from The Raymond John Wean Foundation.

The Potential Development Program, which has been providing educational services to children with developmental delays since 1953, will use Foundation funding to help hire a development director. 

Additionally, the YMCA of Trumbull County will receive $40,000 from The Raymond John Wean Foundation for a study of community needs and to launch a capital campaign to build a new facility.


Other grants included: $10,000 to HAPPY HOMES, a group that seeks to bring professional standards to in-home day care operations; $15,000 to the Coalition on Homelessness and Housing in Ohio for lobbying efforts to protect the needs of low-income and vulnerable Ohioans; $12,000 to the Trumbull Metropolitan Housing Authority for its YouthBuild training program for economically disadvantaged 16- to 24-year-olds; and $20,000 to Youngstown State University/SMARTS for its arts education program for public school children.
